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Women’s History Month began as a week-long celebration in Sonoma, California in 1978
which was centered around International Women’s Day on March 8. A year later during a
women’s history conference at Sarah Lawrence College, participants learned how successful
the week was and decided to initiate similar in their own areas. President Carter issued the
first proclamation for a national Women’s History Week in 1980. In 1987, Congress (after
being petitioned by the National Women’s History Project) passed Pub. L. 100-9 designating
March as Women’s History Month. U.S. Presidents have issued proclamations on Women’s
History Month since 1988.
The Libraries hosted two virtual events to celebrate Women’s History Month for 2021.
The first is a talk by Nicholson School of Communication faculty member, Dr. Kimberly
Voss, called “Make No Mistake, Florida is Crucial”: Sen. Lori Wilson and the Equal Rights
Amendment, which discusses efforts to ratify the ERA in Florida. The second is a panel
discussion called Women & Academia in the Time of COVID where five UCF faculty and
administrators discuss the impact of the COVID pandemic and remote learning on their
teaching, scholarship, service loads and personal lives. Both events are free and open to the
public. Click on the links to view the event recordings.
We have created a list of books about women, both history and fiction, suggested by staff.
Please keep reading below to see the full book list with descriptions and catalog links. And
don’t forget to stop by the John C. Hitt Library to browse the featured bookshelf on the main
floor near the Research & Information Desk for additional Women’s History Month books.

A Girl of the Limberlost by Gene Stratton Porter
Elnora Comstock grows up on the banks of Limberlost Swamp in Indiana with her bitter mother,
Katharine. Unable to afford an education, Elnora develops a plan to sell artifacts and moths from the
swamp.
Suggested by Pat Tiberii, Interlibrary Loan and Document Delivery Services
A Woman of No Importance: the untold story of the American spy who helped win World War II
by Sonia Purnell
Based on new and extensive research, Sonia Purnell has for the first time uncovered the full secret life
of Virginia Hall--an astounding and inspiring story of heroism, spycraft, resistance, and personal triumph
over shocking adversity. It is the breathtaking story of how one woman’s fierce persistence helped win
the war.
Suggested by Dawn Tripp, Research & Information Services
All the Horrors of War: a Jewish girl, a British doctor, and the liberation of Bergen-Belsen by
Bernice Lerner
Drawing on a wealth of sources, including Hughes’s papers, war diaries, oral histories, and interviews,
this gripping volume combines scholarly research with narrative storytelling in describing the suffering of
Nazi victims, the overwhelming presence of death at Bergen-Belsen, and characters who exemplify the
human capacity for fortitude. Lerner, Rachel’s daughter, has special insight into the torment her mother
suffered. The first book to pair the story of a Holocaust victim with that of a liberator, it compels readers
to consider the full, complex humanity of both.
Suggested by Katie Kirwan, Acquisitions & Collections
Data Feminism by Catherine D’Ignazio and Lauren F. Klein
This book offers strategies for data scientists seeking to learn how feminism can help them work toward
justice, and for feminists who want to focus their efforts on the growing field of data science. But it is
about much more than gender. It is about power, about who has it and who doesn’t, and about how
those differentials of power can be challenged and changed.
Suggested by Sandy Avila, Research & Information Services
Field o’ My Dreams: the poetry of Gene Stratton-Porter compiled and edited by Mary DeJong
Obuchowski
In her introduction to Porter’s work, Obuchowski argues that the natural and spiritual themes of Porter’s
poetry mirror the self-same concerns regarding nature and social issues found in her fiction and
nonfiction. Reflecting and in some cases reacting against, current social attitudes at a time of political
and demographic change, she was in demand as a columnist for popular magazines and a widely read
fiction writer. Porter wielded considerable influence over her reading public, and in that role she acted as
a reformer, particularly regarding the environment but also on behalf of women, children, and education.
Suggested by Pat Tiberii, Interlibrary Loan and Document Delivery Services
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Finish the Fight!: the brave and revolutionary women who fought for the right to vote written by
the Staff of The New York Times
Who was at the forefront of women’s right to vote? We know a few famous names, like Susan B.
Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, but what about so many others from diverse backgrounds—black,
Asian, Latinx, Native American, and more—who helped lead the fight for suffrage? On the hundredth
anniversary of the historic win for women’s rights, it’s time to celebrate the names and stories of the
women whose stories have yet to be told.
Suggested by Sandy Avila, Research & Information Services
Founding Sisters and the Nineteenth Amendment by Eleanor Clift
In this riveting account, political analyst Eleanor Clift chronicles the many thrilling twists and turns
of the suffrage struggle and shows how the issues and arguments that surrounded the movement
still reverberate today. Beginning with the Seneca Falls Woman’s Rights Convention of 1848, Clift
introduces the movement’s leaders, recounts the marches and demonstrations, and profiles the
opposition–antisuffragists, both men and women, who would do anything to stop women from getting
the vote.
Suggested by Richard Harrison, Research & Information Services
Free Food for Millionaires by Min Jin Lee
Casey Han’s four years at Princeton gave her many things, “But no job and a number of bad habits.”
Casey’s parents, who live in Queens, are Korean immigrants working in a dry cleaner, desperately
trying to hold on to their culture and their identity. Their daughter, on the other hand, has entered
into rarified American society via scholarships. But after graduation, Casey sees the reality of having
expensive habits without the means to sustain them. As she navigates Manhattan, we see her life and
the lives around her, culminating in a portrait of New York City and its world of haves and have-nots.
This fresh exploration of the complex layers we inhabit both in society and within ourselves.
Suggested by Sara Duff, Acquisitions & Collections
From Equal Suffrage to Equal Rights: Alice Paul and the National Woman’s Party, 1910-1928 by
Christine A. Lunardini
The woman’s movements and work in American history during the second two decades, was dramatic.
It dealt with the past, with pageants and politics; with different organizations and with conflict from
within. It took on the Democrats, founded a National Woman’s Party; it waged a home front war. It dealt
with prison, and resolution. It went from equal suffrage to equal rights.
Suggested by Richard Harrison, Research & Information Services
Indelicacy by Amina Cain
A cleaning woman at a museum of art nurtures aspirations to do more than simply dust the paintings
around her. She dreams of having the liberty to explore them in writing, and so must find a way to win
herself the time and security to use her mind. She escapes her lot by marrying a rich man, but having
gained a husband, a house, high society, and a maid, she finds that her new life of privilege is no less
constrained. Not only has she taken up different forms of time-consuming labor - social and erotic - but
she is now, however passively, forcing other women to clean up after her. Perhaps another and more
drastic solution is necessary?
Suggested by Sara Duff, Acquisitions & Collections
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See Jane Win: the inspiring story of the women changing American politics by Caitlin Moscatello
After November 8, 2016, first came the sadness; then came the rage, the activism, and the protests;
and, finally, for thousands of women, the next step was to run for office—many of them for the first time.
More women campaigned for local or national office in the 2018 election cycle than at any other time
in US history, challenging accepted notions about who seeks power and who gets it. Journalist Caitlin
Moscatello reported on this wave of female candidates for New York magazine’s The Cut, Glamour,
and Elle. In this book, she further documents this pivotal time in women’s history. Closely following four
candidates throughout the entire process, from the decision to run through Election Day, readers are
taken inside their exciting, winning campaigns and the sometimes thrilling, sometimes brutal realities of
running for office while female.
Suggested by Megan Haught, Student Learning & Engagement/Research & Information Services
Taking on the Trust: the epic battle of Ida Tarbell and John D. Rockefeller by Steve Weinberg
Long before the rise of mega-corporations like Wal-Mart and Microsoft, Standard Oil controlled the
oil industry with a monopolistic force unprecedented in American business history. Undaunted by the
ruthless power of its owner, John D. Rockefeller, a fearless and ambitious reporter named Ida Minerva
Tarbell confronted the company known simply as “The Trust.” Through her peerless fact gathering and
devastating prose, Tarbell, a muckraking reporter at McClure’s magazine, pioneered the new practice of
investigative journalism. Her shocking discoveries about Standard Oil and Rockefeller led, inexorably,
to a dramatic confrontation during the opening decade of the twentieth century that culminated in the
landmark 1911 Supreme Court antitrust decision breaking up the monopolies and forever altering the
landscape of modern American industry.
Suggested by Dawn Tripp, Research & Information Services
The Book of Gutsy Women: favorite stories of courage and resilience by Hillary Rodham Clinton
and Chelsea Clinton
Hillary Rodham Clinton and her daughter, Chelsea, share the stories of the gutsy women who have
inspired them—women with the courage to stand up to the status quo, ask hard questions, and get the
job done. Ensuring the rights and opportunities of women and girls remains a big piece of the unfinished
business of the twenty-first century. While there’s a lot of work to do, we know that throughout history
and around the globe women have overcome the toughest resistance imaginable to win victories that
have made progress possible for all of us. That is the achievement of each of the women in this book.
To us, they are all gutsy women -- leaders with the courage to stand up to the status quo, ask hard
questions, and get the job done. So in the moments when the long haul seems awfully long, we hope
you will draw strength from these stories. Because if history shows one thing, it’s that the world needs
gutsy women.
Suggested by Richard Harrison, Research & Information Services
The Good Fight by Shirley Chisholm
Chisholm describes being the first woman, and first black woman, to run for President, and how
politicians operate. She writes about her relationships with black political leaders Walter Fauntroy, Louis
Stokes, Ron Dellums, and Julian Bond. She gives her views on what direction black politics should take
in the years to come.
Suggested by Megan Haught, Student Learning & Engagement/Research & Information Services
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Unapologetic: a Black, queer, and feminist mandate for radical movements by Charlene A.
Carruthers
Drawing on Black intellectual and grassroots organizing traditions, including the Haitian Revolution,
the US civil rights movement, and LGBTQ rights and feminist movements, Carruthers challenges all
of us engaged in the social justice struggle to make the movement for Black liberation more radical,
more queer, and more feminist. She offers a flexible model of what deeply effective organizing can be,
anchored in the Chicago model of activism, which features long-term commitment, cultural sensitivity,
creative strategizing, and multiple cross-group alliances.
Suggested by Megan Haught, Student Learning & Engagement/Research & Information Services
Unmarriageable by Soniah Kamal
In this retelling of Pride and Prejudice set in modern-day Pakistan, Alys Binat has sworn never to marry-until an encounter with one Mr. Darsee at a wedding makes her reconsider. A scandal and vicious
rumor in the Binat family have destroyed their fortune and prospects for desirable marriages, but Alys,
the second and most practical of the five Binat daughters, has found happiness teaching English
literature to schoolgirls. Knowing that many of her students won’t make it to graduation before dropping
out to marry and start having children, Alys teaches them about Jane Austen and her other literary
heroes and hopes to inspire them to dream of more.
Suggested by Sara Duff, Acquisitions & Collections
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